
BIKE HIRE
A range of bikes, e-bikes, child seats and
even dog buggy attachments can be hired
from Specialized at Rutland Cycling,
Whitwell, LE15 8BL

There are several venues around the county
that participate in our e-bike scheme, more
information can be found online at
 

www.discover-rutland.co.uk/e-bikes

To the north-east of Rutland, close to the border with
Lincolnshire, the roads and bridleways of Pickworth and
Great Casterton echo with the sounds of past travellers -
the marching feet of Romans, the cries of the knights of

the Roses and the soft, rhythmic sounds of Poets. 

Nearly two thousand years ago, the invading Roman army
made its way northwards along the route of Ermine Street,

pausing in Great Casterton to build a camp to protect a
strategic bridge over the River Gwash. 

Many hundreds of years later, soldiers were to march this way
again. Two medieval armies bearing the red and white roses

of Lancaster and York met at the Battle of Losecoat Field. 

At the beginning of the 19th century, an army of a different
kind made its way to Pickworth's quarries and limekilns.

Labourers and lime burners came from far and wide to work
here, including the Northamptonshire "peasant poet"

John Clare.

Please park considerately, and remember to respect our
beautiful countryside. Follow the Highway & Country codes,

and take care when crossing busy roads.

Woodhead Castle

To the south of Woodhead are the
remains of a defended medieval
moated site called Woodhead Castle.

Described in the 1600s as "Woodhead,
formerly a village and chapel, now only
one house and that in ruins", the surviving earthworks
include a roughly square moat surrounding a wide platform
containing substantial building foundations.

This land is private property, so please ask for permission
before exploring.

Pickworth Archway

Legend says that the medieval village
of Pickworth was destroyed following
the nearby Battle of Losecoat Field.
Records from the time show that it was
a large village in the 13th and 14th
centuries, but by 1491, it was "empty." It is more likely,
however, that Pickworth had already been depopulated due
to the great land enclosures of the time and that the nearby
battle was simply the final nail in the coffin. 

Today, the parish of Pickworth contains mainly 19th and
20th century houses alongside All Saints Church, which was
built in 1821. 

The tower and steeple of the medieval church remained
standing until the early 1700s. Today the site of the
medieval village is marked by an isolated medieval arch set
amongst irregular bumps and hollows to the east and
south-east of the modern church.

John Clare and Pickworth

The "peasant poet" John Clare worked
as a lime burner in Great Casterton
and Pickworth in the early 1800s. In 1820,
he married a local girl, Patty (Martha
Turner), in Great Casterton church.

When heading out of the village of
Pickworth, look out for a small clearing
(on the right) that contains the restored limekiln where
the 19th century "peasant poet” John Clare worked as
a limeburner. 

The Battle of ‘Losecoat’ Field

The Wars of the Roses came to
Rutland in March 1470 when King
Edward IV's Yorkist army, travelling
along the Great North Road to put
down a rebellion in Lincolnshire,
encountered an army of Lancastrian
rebels as he neared Stamford. 

Following a barrage of Royal cannons, the rebel army broke
ranks and fled, whereupon they were followed and cut
down by the King's men. Many of the Lancastrian soldiers
were wearing distinctive uniforms or surcoats, and their
hurry to discard these identifying garments as they fled is
the origin behind the battle's alternative name,
"Losecoat" field.

Bloody Oaks Woods

There is a legend that this wood is
called Bloody Oaks because of the
bloodshed that took place here
during the Battle of Losecoat Field.
However, on a map of the 1640s,
the wood is shown as Royal Wood.
The wood probably became known as Bloody Oaks
following the execution of John Bowland, a highwayman, at
Empingham Corner in 1769.

St. Peter’s Church Norman Portal, Tickencote

While much of the building was
rebuilt in 1792 by architect Samuel
Pepys Cockerell, its most remarkable
feature is the mid-12th-century
Norman chancel arch.

This elaborately decorated arch
boasts six intricately carved orders, including beak-heads,
zigzags, foliage, and figures such as a king, queen, and a
green man motif, making it a striking example of Norman
craftsmanship. The church, constructed from local
limestone, also features a chancel with original sexpartite
vaulting and Romanesque revival-style stonework. Now
under the care of the Churches Conservation Trust,
St. Peter’s continues to be a site of historical and
architectural significance.

Roman Casterton

The Romans erected a fort at Great
or Bridge Casterton shortly following
the invasion of A.D. 43. It protected a
strategic crossing of the River Gwash
and lay alongside the Roman road.
Ermine Street. The fort was in use
for around 30 years, after which a Roman staging post or
Mansion was established. 

The first civilian settlement probably grew up to serve the
needs of the fort and then served as a local market town. In
the late 2nd century, the town was enclosed by a great
stone wall and ramparts. In the second half of the 4th
century, the site was re-defended with new corner bastions
and a deeper ditch, and occupation of the town continued
well into the 400s. 

Excavations have revealed the extent of the fort and town
and the existence of a villa to the north (the finds from
which are in the Rutland County Museum in Oakham). 

When in Great Casterton, take some time to view the
substantial remains of the Roman town. The earthwork
remains of the town defences can be seen in the fields next
to Bridge Farm, about 200 yards along Ryhall Road on the
right-hand side. 
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TERRAIN

Mixture of road walking and bridleways through fields.
Generally firm walking surfaces along bridleways.

Along roads, some light hills. Short stretches of the
main road alongside A1.

Great Casterton | Pickworth | Tickencote

Rutland Heritage Trail No.3
LENGTH

Approximately 10 miles. Allow 3 to 5 hours.

10 miles

REFRESHMENTS

Great Casterton - The Crown

START AND FINISH

Start of Pickworth Road, Great Casterton, PE9 4AU

Romans, Roses & Poems

Discover Rutland is the official Destination
Management Organisation for the county,
aiming to promote and support tourism in
the area to echo our county motto,
“Multum in Parvo” (Much in Little).

The UK government funded this project through the UK Shared
Prosperity Fund. Designed by Nimble Media, illustrations and

artwork by DesignCounsell and published by
Discover Rutland ©2025

Front cover image - St Peter’s Church, Tickencote

Rutland Heritage
Trail Series

Make sure to visit the Discover Rutland
website and pick up our seasonal visitor
guide for more inspiration. 

Share your Rutland experiences with us at:

discoverrutland

DiscoverRutland

www.discover-rutland.co.uk

View the Heritage
Trail Map Series
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http://www.discover-rutland.co.uk/e-bike-fleet


The Walk 

The Cycle Ride
From Great Casterton, take Pickworth Road out of the village, passing the Primary School on your right. Cycle uphill
through fields for 2½ miles, passing three isolated farms to reach Pickworth village.

At the crossroads in Pickworth, turn left into the oldest part of the village. Here, you’ll find the medieval church arch
and earthwork remains of the "lost" medieval village in the gardens beside the 19th century church.

Continue past the Manor House, the last village building, to a small clearing on the right with a restored limekiln.
Cycle uphill to the summit, crossing a cattle grid into open pasture fields. This is Top Pickworth, a hamlet abandoned
in the 1920s, now marked by earthworks and stones.

Cross another cattle grid, rejoining a hedge-lined roadway leading to the A1 (2¼ miles from Pickworth). At the junction,
the fields to the left mark the site of the Battle of Losecoat Field (March 1470).

Turn left and follow the parallel road to the A1. After ½ mile, turn right under the A1 (signposted Oakham and Empingham).
As you exit the underpass, Bloody Oaks Wood      is to your left. Continue for a mile, passing the conifers of Wing Plantations,
until you reach a crossroads.

Turn left here for Great Casterton. Along the way, a stone wall to the right marks Tickencote Hall and Park. A right-hand
turn leads to Tickencote village, home to St. Peter's church with its famous Norman chancel arch.

Return to the main road, turning right onto the B1081 towards Stamford. This road passes a fuel station before entering
Great Casterton. In the village, you may wish to visit the Roman town remains.      The earthworks of the town defenses
are visible near Bridge Farm on Ryhall Road.

Starting in Great Casterton, take Pickworth Road uphill for 1 mile to Mounts Lodge Farm. Opposite, take the bridleway,
turning right at the junction to stay on the bridleway.

Follow the field boundary with the hedge on your right, leaving Woodhead behind. At the next boundary, switch to keep
the hedge on your left and continue to a small wooden gate. Pass through and follow the grass track to another gate.

Head straight across the arable field to a gap in the hedge, then veer left and follow the bridleway around the field's
edge. Pass through another break in the hedge onto the final bridleway stretch leading into Pickworth village, emerging
opposite All Saints Church.

From Pickworth Church, head west out of the village.      Climb uphill and cross a cattle grid into open pasture fields.
On the right are the remains of Top Pickworth. Cross another cattle grid to return to the roadway leading to the A1.

After 1½ miles, pass Woolfox Golf and Lifestyle Club on the right and reach a junction. To the left lies the Battle of
Losecoat Field site. Turn right and follow signs for Hardwick Farm and Woolfox Lodge. After 500 yards, turn right
into Woolfox Club.

Pass the golf club buildings to a tarmac lane with houses on the left. After the last house, turn left through a gateway,
crossing the field diagonally. Pass through another gate and veer right across a field toward the golf course. Enter
through the double gate and follow the bridleway around the golf course, keeping hedges and trees on your left.

At the golf course's top left corner, look for a gate in the hedge. Go through and turn right, following the
field boundary on your right. When the hedge ends, continue straight on the grass track through the field.

At a marker post, take the bridleway to the right, keeping Pickworth Great Wood on your left. Follow the bridleway
as it curves left at the field boundary. At a gap in the hedge, take the stone trackway to the right, keeping the field boundary
on your left. This path leads back to the road, where you turn left to return to Pickworth village.

From Pickworth, return to Great Casterton via the bridleway opposite the church or by continuing through the
village to the crossroads, taking the right-hand turn onto Pickworth Road. Both routes lead back to your starting point.
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