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TERRAIN

Easy-going tarmac or gravel bridleways, apart from a
short stretch of field footpaths. There are some uphill
stretches.

Mainly gravelled bridleway, with short lengths of grass
bridleway and road. Several gates and cattle grids.

- Exton -

Rutland Heritage Trail No.2
LENGTH

Approximately 5 miles. Allow 1 to 2 hours.

10 miles

REFRESHMENTS

Exton - The Fox and Hounds 

START AND FINISH

The Green, Exton, LE15 8AP

Exton Old Pump House

Public drinking water was only available
from the Town Pump until the 3rd Earl
put in standpipes at the beginning of
the 20th century. The ram for this was
at Hawkswell Spring, in the spinney near
The Brooks, still known today as Ram
Spinney. The pumphouse is likely to date
from the late 19th century and contains
a small octagonal openwork structure with circular brick
piers supporting a conical thatched roof. The shelter for the
Town Pump can still be seen at the top of High Street.

Tunneley Wood & Exton Park

There was a deer park at Exton
by 1185, and its boundary with
Burley Park was in dispute early
in the next century.

'Todingley Park', recorded in the 1400’s, may have been
centred on Tunneley Wood. During the 1600s, Viscount
Camden started enlarging the park, and by 1739, when a
view of the park was published, the principal boundaries
seemed to have been established, largely remaining the
same to the present day. The park incorporates a geometric
layout, which cuts through Tunneley Wood to be a part of a
broader scheme of other woods in the park to its north and
northwest. However, a visitor in 1829 was unimpressed with
the park, which he thought 'extensive, but dreary'.

Exton Hall Park has an impressive entrance: two stone
lodge buildings flank wrought iron gates decorated with
shields and octagonal stone gate pillars topped with iron
deer figures.

Fort Henry

In April 1786, the Earl of
Gainsborough requested
that William Legg, a
Stamford architect, provide
designs for a "Gothic building by the pond." 

Although the summerhouse is referred to in building
records as the Pond House, it soon became known as Fort
Henry. No one is sure of the origin of this name. 

The pinnacled and turreted structure was built to replace
the old boat house at the pond. It became a favourite place
for Noel family picnics and parties and a location for special
events held by the Earl of Gainsborough for his Estate
workers and tenants.

Ironstone Quarry in Exton Park

Ironstone was known to be under
Exton Park in the late 1800s, but a
quarry lease was not granted to
United Steel Companies until 1948. 

The soil, subsoil and ironstone (called the overburden) was
removed by one of the largest walking dragline excavators
ever built. Known as Sundew (after the 1957 Grand National
winner), this machine could remove over 10,000 tons of
overburden every week with minimal loss of agricultural
land. This was removed through a circular single-line
standard gauge railway, specially built around the park and
linked to the British Railways line at Ashwell. 

When mining stopped in 1974, the land was quickly restored
to agricultural use. Today, apart from a few steep inclines in
the fields, there is little sign of the extensive quarrying that
took place in the area.

The Fox and Hounds, Exton

The former coaching inn is
Grade II listed, having been
on its present site since 1840
and contains a number of
stable buildings to the rear.
The picturesque setting on Exton’s village green makes The
Fox and Hounds one of the prettiest pubs in the county, and
today, you can find a traditional bar and restaurant as well
as boutique bedrooms.

In years gone by, there were several ale houses in the
village, with others situated at 1 High Street, 19 Pudding Bag
Lane and 4 Oakham Road - all of which have cellars.

St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church, Exton

The parish church in Exton dates
from the 13th and 14th centuries,
but it was heavily restored in
Victorian times. In 1843, a storm
caused extensive damage, including
the demolition of the spire. 

As a result, there is little inside the
church to remind you of its
function as a medieval church -
only a late 14th-century font carved
from a single piece of stone and a small piscina (washing
basin) in the south corner of the north transept showing
where an altar once stood. 

The limited amount of stained glass dates from the late
1800s, and the wooden screen across the tower arch from
the 1930s. 

The church's most striking feature is the many fine and
detailed family monuments dating from the 14th to the 17th
centuries. There are nine major monuments in all, as well as
many other wall tablets commemorating the Noel family
and their contribution to Exton and Rutland.
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BIKE HIRE
A range of bikes, e-bikes, child seats and
even dog buggy attachments can be hired
from Specialized at Rutland Cycling,
Whitwell, LE15 8BL

There are several venues around the county
that participate in our e-bike scheme, more
information can be found online at
 

www.discover-rutland.co.uk/e-bikes

Surrounded by a landscape of fields and woodland, the
village of Exton has been described as one of the prettiest

in Rutland. Attractive 18th and 19th-century thatched
ironstone buildings are grouped loosely around a shaded

village green.

The village is dominated by Exton Hall with its Old Hall ruins,
extensive formal grounds, garden follies, stone boundary

walls, entrance lodges and gates. Nearby, the restored
medieval parish church contains many outstanding 16th to

18th century family monuments.

Away from the village centre, the modern fields contain
evidence of their past life as the extensive landscaped

grounds associated with the country house and seat of the
Noel family - Exton Hall. The ornamental lakes, avenues of

trees, and garden follies give a glimpse of the past splendour
of a 17th/18th-century country house and its landscaped park.

Please park considerately, and remember to respect our
beautiful countryside. Follow the Highway & Country codes,

and take care when crossing busy roads.

Fields & Follies

2 FREE
MAP

Discover Rutland is the official Destination
Management Organisation for the county,
aiming to promote and support tourism in
the area to echo our county motto,
“Multum in Parvo” (Much in Little).
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The Walk 

The Cycle Ride
Starting at The Fox and Hounds, turn left and head out of the village on Oakham Road,
passing the War Memorial. A little way along, the lane to the church      is signposted to
your right (you may wish to explore it now). 

With the stone wall of Exton Hall parkland on your right, continue until you reach the
Lodge. At the junction, turn right and continue to the next road junction, then turn right
onto Cottesmore Road.

Continue along the road, passing Exton Hall gates on your right, look out for the bridleway
marked to the right. Take this road, which leads straight through the Exton Hall parkland. 

After about 1⁄4 mile, there is a bridleway marked to the right. Follow this with a wooded
area on your right. After a short while, turn left at the second cattle grid. The route now
becomes part of the Viking Way. 

Now carry straight on, heading for the trees to the right and ahead of you, which are
part of Tunneley Wood.      As the road curves to the left, the Viking Way follows a
different pathway marked to the left. Ignore that footpath and continue along the route
marked "Bridle Road to Fort Henry and A1".

After another mile or so, you will reach Fort Henry and its two lakes. The roadway cuts
through Fort Henry      and Lower Lakes. Carry on a short distance to see the Gothic-
inspired summerhouse.

Now, you will need to retrace your route until you reach a junction, with your original path
on the right and a grass bridleway to the left. Take the grass route. 

You will soon reach a crossroads - take the gravelled bridleway straight ahead, cycling
uphill through an area quarried for ironstone.

Eventually, the route levels out and passing over a cattle grid you enter a grazed field. You
will emerge into the village itself, then retrace your steps to where you began.

Start at The Fox & Hounds on the village green. Find High Street and
walk along it to the top where you turn left into West End, passing
Exton Pump House as you go.

A little way along, turn right onto a roadway that leads to Home Farm.
This "Private Road" leads you past farm buildings to a cattle gate with
signposts for the Viking Way. Once through the gate turn right following
a tarmac bridleway past farm buildings and a cemetery. As the bridleway
bends, carry on past a stile on your right.

When you reach a junction with another bridleway, turn right. The
bridleway skirts the trees of Tunneley Wood      as it veers to the right.
After a while, depart from the Viking Way on your left, keeping to the
tarmac path, following a sign for Fort Henry 

Continue past a large farm building to the right and head towards the
location of Fort Henry.      After about a mile you reach two lakes -
Fort Henry Lake to the left and Lower Lake on the right. Soon after this, a
footpath is signposted to the right. 

Climb the stile into the field that surrounds Lower Lake. Walk alongside the
lake until you reach another stile. This takes you back onto a hard footpath
that skirts the bottom end of Lower Lake and leads back towards Exton
village. 

The footpath begins to climb as you move away from the lakes of Fort Henry
into an area quarried for ironstone in the mid-20th century.      Soon you will
reach a crossroads - take the bridleway marked to the left. As you climb
upwards, the spire of Exton church will come into view ahead of you. 

Cross a cattle grid into a field with large horse chestnut trees. You will
come into Exton on Stamford Road alongside a small green, then return
to where you began.

You may wish to visit the parish church of St. Peter and St. Paul.
If so, from the village green turn left and walk a few hundred yards out
of the village, being signposted down a marked road.
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