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The Trail Continued@@

11 Swooning Bridge
This grade Il listed bridge is thought to
date from the early 19th century.

It is said that when crossing this bridge, the condemned
would first catch sight of the gallows on Mount Pleasant and
that ladies would faint or swoon on seeing bodies hanging
from the gibbet.

John Doncaster (1808-46) headmaster of Oakham School
would allow boys to attend the assizes to ‘learn how the law
was administered and to take warning from sad examples’.

Names of Oakham School boys [Cau you read some of the nmes?

are etched into the stonework of <~
the bridge including J Atlay,
Bishop of Hereford 1868-94.

12 Mount Pleasant
This was the site of the gallows before New Gaol was built.
The Weldon brothers were the last people to be hanged here.

123 Gallows in Rutland County Museum

The gallows date from 1813 and are the only surviving
example of a ‘New Drop’ dismountable gallows in Britain.
This type of gallows was designed with two horizontal doors
that would open to drop the condemned to their death. It was
an attempt to make death quicker and more humane but in
reality the drop was not usually long enough to break the neck
cleanly.

Can you find the old police equipment
The first men to be hanged on | and the Workhouse clock?
these gallows were Almond and C
Holmes who were found guilty of

burglary. They were in use until 1833

when John Perkins, the last man hanged in
Oakham, was executed for wounding a gamekeeper.

-
£ Rutland § 'j“:

%, County Council

www.rutland.gov.uk/museum
Further educational material may be downloaded from the website.
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Recorded Felons at Oakham

Read about some of the past criminals of Oakham and what
happened to them.

1250 Peter de Neville -
Keeper of the Forest.
Charged with taking the
King's deer and
misappropriating forest
fines due to the King.

1290 Nicholas de Weston — Charged with robberies, larcenies
and homicides. (Took the privilege of clergy and purged his
innocence before the Bishop of Lincoln).

1349 Geoffrey Cockerel — Convicted of false accusation and
larceny. Sentenced to death in 1349 but after being cut down
from the gallows started gasping for breath, jumped to his
feet and ran into the church. Freed by Edward Ill and given a
Royal pardon.

1599 John Lyons — Hanged at Mount Pleasant and
disembowelled for being a Catholic. He had been frequently
fined for not attending church. Became one of the ‘English
Martyrs'. A ballad, probably written in Elizabethan Times,
commemorates his journey over the Swooning Bridge to his
death.

1747 Francis Clarke - A tailor from
Uppingham, whipped at the market
cross for stealing a piece of Irish cloth.

1775 William Haines — Privately
whipped by the Keeper of the House
of Correction, imprisoned with hard
labour for fourteen days for stealing
a peck of barley (about two gallons). “ =&

1800 William Frisby — Oakham tailor and Thomas Fox,
labourer, tried to free prisoners in Oakham Gaol and caused a
riot. Fined five shillings and imprisoned for a month.

?_'!3 :4_ Y

1813 John Holmes and William Almond - First executions on
the New Drop Gallows at Oakham Prison — for burglary at the
vicarage in Great Casterton.
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